
From: Richard Curtis
To: PVollmann@Oaklandca.gov
Subject: Re: DEIR Comment letter templates
Date: Tuesday, April 27, 2021 7:07:31 PM
Attachments: Howard Terminal Template Comment Letter .docx

[EXTERNAL] This email originated outside of the City of Oakland. Please do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and expect the message.

On Wednesday, April 21, 2021, 03:00:39 PM PDT, Richard Curtis <carolteacup@sbcglobal.net> wrote:

I am forwarding this message for information on moving the Coliseum to West
Oakland. There will be a planning meeting today at 3:00 pm.  Also, there is a template
attached for your response by April 27th.  C

----- Forwarded Message -----
From: Derrick H. Muhammad <dhmuhammad@gmail.com>
To: carolteacup@sbcglobal.net <carolteacup@sbcglobal.net>
Sent: Wednesday, April 21, 2021, 08:27:30 AM PDT
Subject: Fwd: DEIR Comment letter templates

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Melody Davis <1melody.davis@gmail.com>
Date: Mon, Apr 19, 2021 at 1:38 PM
Subject: Fwd: DEIR Comment letter templates
T411@gmail.com>, Rabi'a Keeble <zairamyheart@yahoo.com>, Misha Kiyomura
<mishajade@gmail.com>, <kiana.gums@gmail.com>, Kim-Shree Maufas <kimshreesf@gmail.com>,
Linton Johnson <linton@jeffandlinton.com>, <loricorrin@gmail.com>

Please read and send a letter. Thank you.

Good Evening Everyone,

I wanted to share with you the comment letter templates EOSA have drafted for
West Oakland and East Oakland individuals and organizations.It is important that
we drive attendance to the Planning Commission meeting this Wednesday at
3pm, which I'm sure we're already on top of, and the talking points were sent
earlier this morning.

However, we also have less than two weeks now to submit official comment
letters, and getting in a high number of "opposition" letters is very important as
well. To make this easier for folks, EOSA has drafted templates that can be
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April 27] 2021

 City of Oakland Bureau of Planning
250 Frank H. Ogawa Plaza, Suite 2214
Oakland, CA 94612
VIA EMAIL
PVollmann@oaklandca.gov

 Re:  	Comments on the Draft Environmental Impact Report for the Oakland Waterfront Ballpark District Project (ER18-016)

 Dear Mr. Vollmann:

         	I am a 76-year-old Oakland Native.   I am writing to express serious concerns about the proposal to move the ballpark from East Oakland to West Oakland and the disregard for the residents who live in this part of Oakland.  The Coliseum was built in 1964 on property that was seized by imminent domain.   This community has invested millions of dollars in the building and upkeep of it.  The City of Oakland has failed East Oakland once again by overlooking the economic impact this move will have on our community.  Big business and the City Planning Commission have not considered nor included residents in this proposal.  It is a Big Business venture against the lives of the people who live here. We have been presented with an inadequate DEIR for the Waterfront project to undermine the protests against a project that will impact both East and West Oakland negatively.  The Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for the Oakland Waterfront Ballpark District Project (ER18-016). The DEIR does not provide enough information to inform the public about the potential impacts of the project. I am particularly concerned that the DEIR doesn’t specify if affordable housing will be built, doesn’t describe how the toxic contamination at the site will be cleaned up, and doesn’t provide information on how the project’s air pollution impacts will be mitigated

        	The DEIR does not provide enough information about affordable housing at the project site. This project’s potential impacts on housing prices and gentrification in the surrounding community are very worrying, and it is important for the project to include affordable housing. The DEIR mentions an affordable housing program in a footnote, but it doesn’t actually describe what the program entails. The DEIR says that the program might include on-site affordable housing. How many of the 3,000 residential units will be set aside for affordable housing? The DEIR says that the program might include off-site affordable housing. Where exactly would this construction take place, and how many units would be built? The DEIR says that the program may just involve paying impact fees. Would the impact fees be used for local affordable housing, and if so when would it be built? The EIR should provide this information, so that the public can understand the full scope of the project and how it will impact the surrounding community.

 I am also very concerned about toxic contamination at the site, particularly if affordable housing is going to be built on-site. The Howard Terminal site is currently so contaminated with toxic materials that it is illegal to build housing there. The DEIR states that the A’s will work with the Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) to clean up the site but does not provide specific information about how the site will be cleaned up, instead promising to create a plan after the City approves the DEIR. The DEIR claims that compliance with DTSC rules and regulations will ensure that the Howard Terminal site is properly cleaned up, but the A’s recently sued DTSC for its failure to enforce environmental laws at the Schnitzer Steel facility adjacent to Howard Terminal—and they won that lawsuit. How can the public trust that DTSC’s regulation will make the site safe for housing if the A’s can’t trust DTSC to regulate the neighboring property?

The DEIR states that the project will have significant and unavoidable impacts on air quality and will emit large amounts of greenhouse gases (GHG) but does not provide sufficient information on how these impacts will be mitigated. West Oakland has historically been and continues to be one of the most polluted areas in California, and residents face serious health challenges, including disproportionately higher rates of hospitalization from asthma and air pollution related diseases including cancer, heart disease, and stroke. The project will bring in even more toxic air pollution, along with significant greenhouse gas emissions. The DEIR plans to mitigate this pollution with a Criteria Pollutant Mitigation Plan and a GHG Reduction Plan, which will not be developed until after the city approves this EIR. The DEIR includes a list of mitigation measures that may be included in those plans, but the DEIR doesn’t specify which mitigation measures will be included, nor does it provide information or calculations to demonstrate that those future plans will successfully reduce emissions. Even with the future air pollution mitigation plan, the DEIR says that the impacts on air quality will not be properly mitigated and will have significant impacts on the health of the community. The EIR cannot defer mitigation measures, and the A’s must do more to reduce emissions and protect the health of the surrounding community

         	This DEIR does not address what the price of remediation for this move to Howard Terminal will be to the taxpayers of Oakland.  We have already paid too much, refurbish the Coliseum site which will minimizes the concerns that we have about the environment and traffic.

Sincerely, 

Carol Curtis





personalized and then submitted to the official city council link here. The letters
can be personalized to focus on the issue most important to each individual or
organization, or simply serve as an example for someone who wants to write their
own, and they can upload or copy and paste their comments into the city council
portal. Please share these letters with the groups and individuals you've been
speaking with that are interested in pushing back against Howard Terminal and
encourage them to submit letters as soon as possible. The deadline to submit
comments for consideration is April 27 at 4pm.

If you need help with sharing the letters, how to submit them, etc. please let me
know and I’ll get you help. 

Thank you everyone!!  Sheryl Walton
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April 27] 2021 

 City of Oakland Bureau of Planning 
250 Frank H. Ogawa Plaza, Suite 2214 
Oakland, CA 94612 
VIA EMAIL 
PVollmann@oaklandca.gov 

 Re:   Comments on the Draft Environmental Impact Report for the Oakland Waterfront 
Ballpark District Project (ER18-016) 

 Dear Mr. Vollmann: 

          I am a 76-year-old Oakland Native.   I am writing to express serious concerns about the 
proposal to move the ballpark from East Oakland to West Oakland and the disregard for the 
residents who live in this part of Oakland.  The Coliseum was built in 1964 on property that was 
seized by imminent domain.   This community has invested millions of dollars in the building 
and upkeep of it.  The City of Oakland has failed East Oakland once again by overlooking the 
economic impact this move will have on our community.  Big business and the City Planning 
Commission have not considered nor included residents in this proposal.  It is a Big Business 
venture against the lives of the people who live here. We have been presented with an inadequate 
DEIR for the Waterfront project to undermine the protests against a project that will impact both 
East and West Oakland negatively.  The Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for the 
Oakland Waterfront Ballpark District Project (ER18-016). The DEIR does not provide enough 
information to inform the public about the potential impacts of the project. I am particularly 
concerned that the DEIR doesn’t specify if affordable housing will be built, doesn’t describe how 
the toxic contamination at the site will be cleaned up, and doesn’t provide information on how 
the project’s air pollution impacts will be mitigated 

         The DEIR does not provide enough information about affordable housing at the project 
site. This project’s potential impacts on housing prices and gentrification in the surrounding 
community are very worrying, and it is important for the project to include affordable housing. 
The DEIR mentions an affordable housing program in a footnote, but it doesn’t actually describe 
what the program entails. The DEIR says that the program might include on-site affordable 
housing. How many of the 3,000 residential units will be set aside for affordable housing? The 
DEIR says that the program might include off-site affordable housing. Where exactly would this 
construction take place, and how many units would be built? The DEIR says that the program 
may just involve paying impact fees. Would the impact fees be used for local affordable housing, 
and if so when would it be built? The EIR should provide this information, so that the public can 
understand the full scope of the project and how it will impact the surrounding community. 
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 I am also very concerned about toxic contamination at the site, particularly if affordable housing 
is going to be built on-site. The Howard Terminal site is currently so contaminated with toxic 
materials that it is illegal to build housing there. The DEIR states that the A’s will work with the 
Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) to clean up the site but does not provide 
specific information about how the site will be cleaned up, instead promising to create a plan 
after the City approves the DEIR. The DEIR claims that compliance with DTSC rules and 
regulations will ensure that the Howard Terminal site is properly cleaned up, but the A’s recently 
sued DTSC for its failure to enforce environmental laws at the Schnitzer Steel facility adjacent to 
Howard Terminal—and they won that lawsuit. How can the public trust that DTSC’s regulation 
will make the site safe for housing if the A’s can’t trust DTSC to regulate the neighboring 
property? 

The DEIR states that the project will have significant and unavoidable impacts on air 
quality and will emit large amounts of greenhouse gases (GHG) but does not provide sufficient 
information on how these impacts will be mitigated. West Oakland has historically been and 
continues to be one of the most polluted areas in California, and residents face serious health 
challenges, including disproportionately higher rates of hospitalization from asthma and air 
pollution related diseases including cancer, heart disease, and stroke. The project will bring in 
even more toxic air pollution, along with significant greenhouse gas emissions. The DEIR plans 
to mitigate this pollution with a Criteria Pollutant Mitigation Plan and a GHG Reduction Plan, 
which will not be developed until after the city approves this EIR. The DEIR includes a list of 
mitigation measures that may be included in those plans, but the DEIR doesn’t specify which 
mitigation measures will be included, nor does it provide information or calculations to 
demonstrate that those future plans will successfully reduce emissions. Even with the future air 
pollution mitigation plan, the DEIR says that the impacts on air quality will not be properly 
mitigated and will have significant impacts on the health of the community. The EIR cannot 
defer mitigation measures, and the A’s must do more to reduce emissions and protect the health 
of the surrounding community 

          This DEIR does not address what the price of remediation for this move to Howard 
Terminal will be to the taxpayers of Oakland.  We have already paid too much, refurbish the 
Coliseum site which will minimizes the concerns that we have about the environment and traffic. 

Sincerely,  

Carol Curtis 

 

 

AR 0009423




